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Issue Paper No. 2- Core Strategy 

 
 

The Core Strategy of the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied)  
 

 

The Core Strategy of the existing County Donegal Development Plan 2012- 2018 (as 

varied) sets out the over- riding aim and strategic approach to guide where new 

development should take place in the County. It sets out a settlement hierarchy of 

the towns and villages in the County. It also provides details of the land zoned for 

residential development together with the amount of housing units that are planned 

throughout the County and within each tier of the settlement hierarchy. The Core 

Strategy also demonstrates how the Plan is consistent with National and Regional 

strategies.  

 

Figure 1 shows the settlement hierarchy of the CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied) where 

Letterkenny is the Tier 1 town described as the linked ‘Gateway’ with Derry and as 

the primary driver of growth in the County and therefore the existing Plan aims to 

promote the further development of Letterkenny. 

 

The Gateway town of Letterkenny is followed by a network of nine Tier 2 towns 

described as ‘Strategic Support Towns’ namely Bridgend, Buncrana, Bundoran, 

Ballybofey- Stranorlar, Ballyshannon, Carndonagh, Donegal Town, Dungloe and 

Killybegs. The Plan aims to grow these towns and to sustain their existing vibrancy 

and vitality by directing 50% of projected future population growth across these Tier 

2 towns.  

 

Tier 3 & Tier 4 are described as ‘Strong 

Towns & Villages’ and ‘Small Villages.’ 

These Tiers are characterised, to 

varying degrees, by infrastructural 

deficiencies such as capacity of 

waste water and water supply. 

Having regard to these constraints, 

the Core Strategy of the existing Plan 

directs only 10% of future projected 

population growth to Tier 3 and a 

further 5% to Tier 4.  

 

Tier 5 is made up of the remainder of 

the County and is described as the 

‘Rural Area’. In order to sustain and 

grow rural communities, the existing 

Plan directs 35% of future population 

Gateway 
Promotion 

(Tier 1) 

Strategic Support Towns 
Managed growth 

(Tier 2) 

Strong Towns & Villages 
Consolidation 

(Tier 3) 

Small Villages 
Protect & Consolidate 

(Tier 4) 

Rural Areas 
Protect Environment and Ensure 

Rural Vitality (Tier 5) 

Figure 1: Settlement Hierarchy of the CDP 

2012- 2018 (as varied) 

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/viewdevelopmentplans/countydonegaldevplan2012-2018asvaried/
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/services/planning/viewdevelopmentplans/countydonegaldevplan2012-2018asvaried/
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growth to Tier 5. The strategy for the rural area is driven through three different rural 

areas types namely ‘Areas Under Strong Urban Influence’; ‘Structurally Weak Rural 

Areas’ and; ‘Stronger Rural Areas.’ Figure 2 shows the spatial distribution of the ‘Rural 

Area Types’. The policies relating to the ‘Rural Area Types’ aim to guide rural housing 

to appropriate locations and in a manner that will sustain rural communities without 

having subsequent negative impacts. 

 

Figure 2: Map 1 (Core Strategy) of the CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied) showing the ‘Rural 

Area Types.’  

 

 
 

The National & Regional Context 
 

 

The Core Strategy of the Development Plan is required to show that the 

development objectives of the Development Plan are consistent, as far as 

practicable, with National and Regional development objectives set out in the new 

National Framework being prepared and in the forthcoming Regional Spatial and 

Economic Strategy.  While the timescale to review the County Development Plan will 

commence prior to the making of the new National and Regional Strategies being 

in place, the process will be required to coordinate in so far as practicable with the 

Strategies. In the interim period, the Plan is required to be consistent, as far as 

practicable, with the National Spatial Strategy 2002- 2020 and the Border Regional 

Planning Guidelines 2010- 2022. 

 

Other relevant national guidelines that are to be considered in the review of the 

Core Strategy, as regards consistency, include the Sustainable Rural Housing 

Development Guidelines 2005.   
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What are the types of issues that need consideration?  
 

 

Have Your Say:  The questions below are examples of the types of considerations 

that will be made in reviewing the Core Strategy element of the Plan and may be of 

use to help you in your thinking around the Core Strategy: 

 

 What should the over- riding aim and vision of the Core Strategy of the Plan be? 

 Is the existing settlement hierarchy and placing of settlements within the hierarchy 

appropriate and sustainable or should it be revised? 

 What level of growth should be directed to each tier in the settlement hierarchy?   

 To what extent should the County’s main towns grow and develop? 

 Are there any measures that would help to regenerate towns and attract new 

business and new homes to towns? 

 How can the Core Strategy plan for sustainable rural housing patterns? 

 Are there parts of rural Donegal where more rural housing would be appropriate 

than in other areas?  

 What type of policy is needed in rural areas that have experienced a lot of 

development pressure for rural housing? 

 
 

How can you take part in the consultation at this stage? 
 

 

To inform the preparation of the draft County Donegal Development Plan 2018- 

2024, the Council is carrying out a consultation exercise. You can make a submission 

or observation regarding the preparation of the draft Plan in either of the ways set 

out below to be received no later than 5.00pm on Tuesday 9th August 2016. 

Submissions or observations can be made either: 

 By email to donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie or,  

 By post to: The Central Planning Unit, Donegal County Council, County 

House, Lifford.  

 

There will also be a series of consultation events that will be held at a number of 

venues throughout the County and during which members of staff will be available 

to discuss and explain what the Plan is about. These will be advertised in local press 

and at www.donegalcoco.ie 

mailto:donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/

